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CLOSING DATE 

Contributions for the October 2010  
issue of the HUB will be  
accepted by the Editor up to  
21st September 2010 

CLUB OBJECTIVES 
1. To promote and foster the Jaguar/Daimler Marque and 

the sport of automobilism generally in all its branches. 
2. To encourage restoration, preservation and use of all 

Jaguar motor vehicles and those Daimler vehicles built 
by Jaguar Cars during and after 1960. 

3. To promote friendship between members of the club 
socially, in competition and on the road. 

4. To promote and engender social activities, exhibitions 
and club activities. 
5. To provide technical assistance and a reference 

source for its members. 

JAGUAR DRIVERS' CLUB HUNTER REGION Inc. JAGUAR DRIVERS' CLUB HUNTER REGION Inc. JAGUAR DRIVERS' CLUB HUNTER REGION Inc.    

Box 604 Newcastle NSW. 2300 

(The Clubsô first meeting was held on the 31st of May 1983) 

DISCLAIMER 
In regard to products, services and/or procedures which 
are either advertised, mentioned in the editorial content 
of this magazine, members should determine for them-
selves the reliability and/or suitability for their own par-
ticular requirements. Advertisers must ensure at all 
times that the products and/or services represented are 
suitable for the intended use and for the nominated vehi-
cles. Their representatives, outlets or agents must be 
similarly directed to sell, fit or offer products or services 
that are suited to the intended use. 
The Jaguar Drivers Club Hunter Region Inc. cannot 
accept responsibility for any product of service state-
ments made herein, and the opinions or comments from 
any contributor are not necessarily those of the Club, its 
Committee, its Members or its Editor. 

**CONCESSIONAL REGISTRATION** 

At all times when driven on the road, the member must 
carry a financial JDCHR Club membership card (or the 
vehicle is unregistered) and the current magazine show-
ing the event to which the vehicle is being driven. 
The Clubôs by-laws also require that a member must at-
tend at least three Club events in a Club-registered vehi-
cle per financial year, to maintain his entitlement to club 
plated registration.  

HUB Advertising Rates 
Inside front cover   full page $275 pa 
Inside rear  cover   full page $220 pa 
Outside rear cover   full page $275 pa 
Inside magazine non cover  full page $165 pa 
Inside magazine non cover  half page $100 pa 
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EXECUTIVE AND MANAGEMENT COMMITEE 

President  Ian Hissey J.P. 
4959 1382 

0425 248 275 
president@jaguarhunter.org.au 

Vice President Allan Starret J.P 4957 6006 vicepresdent@jaguarhunter.org.au 

Secretary Robynne Lilly 4966 5909 secretary@jaguarhunter.org.au 

Treasurer Alan Calcutt 4997 9726  treasurer@jaguarhunter.org.au 

Events Coordinator Don Anderson 6573 2084 events@jaguarhunter.org.au 

Social Secretary Mary Cox 
6573 3278 

0408 688 605  
social@jaguarhunter.org.au 

Elected Member Steve Bloomfield  electedmember@jaguarhunter.org.au 

OFFICE BEARERS 

Points Secretary Graeme Gardiner 4988 6650  

Plates Registrar Peter Dwyer 4958 4596 plates@jaguarhunter.org.au 

Regalia Pauline Hopkin 4959 4600  regalia@jaguarhunter.org.au 

Library John McAlpine 49489284 library@jaguarhunter.org.au 

Editor Phil McLeod 
4961 2032 

0405 339 376 
editor@jaguarhunter.org.au 

ACJC Delegate Ian Hissey 
4959 1382 

0425 248 275 
acjc@jaguarhunter.org.au 

Webmaster Andrew Haigh 4959 8840 webmaster@jaguarhunter.org.au 

CMC  Delegate Andrew Pointing 9399 5533 cmc@jaguarhunter.org.au 

MONTHLY CLUB MEETINGS 
Last Tuesday of each month - 7:30pm (no meeting in December),  

CLUB MACQUARIE 458 LAKE ROAD ARGENTON.  
Except two Upper Hunter meetings - 7:30pm SINGLETON, 
on the last Friday in March and the last  Friday in October  

NEXT MEETING : Tuesday 28th September 2010 at 7.30pm, Club Macquarie 
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FROM THE PRESIDENTFROM THE PRESIDENTFROM THE PRESIDENT   

Thank you everyone for electing me President of the JDCHR, it is an honour and privi-
lege to hold this position, and I look forward to another year of enjoyment and camara-
derie with everyone at our events. 
 

My thank you also to all the committee members who re-stood for election, your efforts 
over the past year have helped progress the club, and our new office bearers, Pauline Hopkin now han-
dling Regalia, and Steve Bloomfield as your Membersô Representative ð welcome. 
 

Nine cars travelled to Sydney for the All British Day Display at Kings School and lined up adjacent to 
the JDCA and JDCC, making a spectacular sight with so many Jaguars on display amongst all the 
other British marque cars with some splendid examples from over the years. Many memories were re-
lived as we walked around viewing them all, together with amazement ð how did I ever fit into that 
Cooper S or into my Morris Minor, let alone the antics remembered in the TCôs! 
 

Congratulations to our members, Harvey Birtwistle who entered his outstanding X300 in the JDCA Con-
cours dôElegance, winning Gold and Best in Class, and Alistair McIlroy who won Paddock Pick with his 
outstanding E Type Roadster. 
 

This year is off to a great start, with Mary Cox in usual fashion planning wonderful events over the coming 
months, with a new one on Sep 19th, Gresford Village Fair Show and Shine. The JDCHR is one of six car 
clubs invited to display in the grounds of old Cleveland Hospital amongst the market stalls, to the smells of 
the sizzling BBQ. There is an open invitation after lunch to relax at the Beatty Hotel listening to the smooth 
sounds of the bandðthe hotel is run by a discerning gentleman who owns a beautiful Mark 2. 
 

Maryôs report lists other upcoming events, including a JDCHR Wheels & Wings weekend away in Octo-
ber to Wollongong, visiting the Australian Motorlife Museum and Historical Aircraft Restoration Society, 
along with much eating and merriment. Of the twelve rooms pre-booked, seven have been taken, so 
confirm your attendance with Mary to be sure not to miss out. 
 

Our Presentation Dinner is on 27th November, please book with Mary so we can finalise numbers and 
organise the evening, a highlight of our year with presentation of the various awards, and of course the 
fun of those special presents prepared by Santaôs helpers. 
 

Jaguar is celebrating 75 years and in case you've missed it, 
the company has released limited edition models this year 
to celebrate the milestone. Now Jaguar has unveiled a de-
sign study based on the XJ Supercharged and named the 
XJ75 Platinum Concept. The car, revealed at Pebble Beach 
Concours D'Elegance in California, has been painted in 
Satin Matte Pearlescent White and decorated with exterior 
trim pieces in dark chrome or gloss black. 22-inch wheels 
finished in black with a "brushed contrast finish" complement the car's revised front, rear and side sills. 
What a stunner! 
 

Weôre all excited with the revival of Jaguar, and sales of 10 XJôs a month in Australia together with the 
strong XF sales, demonstrates Jaguarôs return to prominence. 

We look forward to seeing everyone at future Club outings, and our Club meeting. Until then, 
safe and enjoyable driving.  
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SECRETARYôS REPORTSECRETARYôS REPORTSECRETARYôS REPORT   

Robynne Lilly 

GENERAL MEETING 
 
HELD AT CLUB MACQUARIE ARGENTON TUESDAY 31St AUGUST 2010 

 
Meeting Opened 7:37pm 
 
Ian welcomed visitor Keith Meers who owns a 1973 V12 E-Type roadster and a XKR 
 
Apologies: Bob McAlpine, Bob and Sue Edgar, Eddie and Ailsa Wright, Peter Dwyer, Leyland Rix 
 
Minutes of Previous Meeting:  Robynne moved that the minutes be accepted as published Sec-
onded Bill Whitby 
 
Business Arising: Nil 
 
Correspondence In: 
Many membership renewals and a new membership application 
Max Paterson sends his best wishes to members 
Email Bob Harris 
Newcastle City Council account for Annual Display Day 
Robynne moved that the correspondence report be accepted Seconded Graeme Cox 
 
Treasurer:  Alan presented his Profit and Loss and Balance Sheet to date and moved that his 
report be accepted Seconded Steve Lilly 
 
Social Secretary: Mary reported on the outings for the last month and updated the calendar for 
the coming year. Mary reported that Harvey Birtwistle won a Gold Award and Best in Class with 
his XJ6 at the Annual JCA All British Day and Alistair McIlroy won Paddock Pick for the JDCHR 
Club. Ian presented Alistair with his trophy. The mid week run for September will be Thursday 16th 
September to Medowie Macadamia Farm. Mary moved that her report be accepted Seconded 
Alistair McIlroy 
 
General Business: Nil 
 
Problem Corner: Bill Whitby is buying some plug coils for his S Type from America and thanked 
Ian for his advice. Darren Burgess asked for help and how to improve his XJ6 Borg-Warner 3 
speed automatic gearbox and it was suggested that maybe it needed to be stripped down ï that 
wasnôt the answer Darren was looking for. Alan Starrett said that he has had his gearbox repaired 
but his car is still in need of the technical work that was planned for earlier in the year. 
 
The raffle prize of chocolates was won by Kelly McInnes. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:00pm 
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Members and Family with birthdays in September are : 
 

Gary Flack (2nd),  Byron Hissey (4th), Garry Smith (12th), Jayne Thomas (13th) 
Michelle Hall (14th),  Helen Lowe (15th), Phil McLeod (17th), Peter Hall (19th) 

Tony Gulliver (21st), Garry Morris (28th) 

 
May your birthdays be filled with good health, laughter and safe driving. 

 

 
 

 

The Club Committee, on behalf of all members, would like to extend a warm welcome to 
the following new members: 

 

Mervyn Hardimon of Arcadia Vale, owns a Mark II 1960  
 

We hope you enjoy your participation in the Club and we look forward to your company. 

At the August JDCHR General Meeting, Presi-
dent Ian Hissey presented Alistair McIlroy with 
his trophy from The JDCA All British Day.  
Alistairôs E Type Series 2 was selected by the 
judges as  the ñPaddock Pickò (best car on 
display) from our Club. 

Alistairôs E Type wins again!Alistairôs E Type wins again!Alistairôs E Type wins again!   
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SOCIAL SECRETARYôS REPORTSOCIAL SECRETARYôS REPORTSOCIAL SECRETARYôS REPORT   

Saturday 14th August, our members took a run to the Forest of Tranquility at Ourimbah. 
We departed Club Macquarie at 10.00am and drove to the Lions Park at Toronto, 
where we met up with some more members for morning tea. Then we drove to Doyal-
son, onto the freeway and down to Ourimbah. Gary Flack met us in the car park and we made our way 
into the grounds, under cover for lunch. Some of us walked into the Forest before heading off back to 
Lee Rowans Gardenworld for afternoon tea. The day was well attended and was enjoyed by all. 
 
Sunday 29th August was the All British Day at Kings School Parramatta. We met at the Twin Service 
Station on Freeway at 7.00am  for a 7.30am departure. Unfortunately I was sick so Graeme and I 
couldnôt make it but we understand those who went had a good day. Our Club had 9 cars participating. 
 
Sunday 12th September is the Broke Fair starting at 9.00am. See the Flyer elsewhere in the Hub 
 
Saturday 18th September is the Williamtown RAAF Base big Air Show. For those who wish to attend, 
the August meeting decided to make our way there independently, as the parking and traffic congestion 
would make travelling as a group difficult. This is not a Club Pointscore event. 
 
For Sunday September 19 we had intended to attend the Avondale School Car Show at Coorangbong. 
It was decided at the August meeting, that we would instead attend the Gresford Show ónô Shine as a 
Club event on that day.  The organizers have invited five other Car Clubs, and there will be  markets 
and  BBQ available. The program runs from 10am to 2.00pm and we will meet at the Bolwarra Lookout 
at 9.15am for a 9.30am departure. We are invited back to Gresford Hotel  for entertainment afterwards. 
 
On Saturday 9th October we will take a drive into the country and visit the home of  Graeme and Victoria 
Gardiner at Brandy Hill to see their beautiful garden. We will meet at the Shell Service Station Heather-
brae at 9.30am for departure at 9.45am, and drive to the picnic area along the river at Raymond Ter-
race for morning tea. We will then go back onto the Highway and down Italia Road to Seaham. Bring 
BBQ or picnic lunch and enjoy the gardens. 
 
On the weekend of the 23/24th October I have booked 12 rooms at Figtree for a weekend to visit the 
Motor Museum and Aircraft Museum. We will meet at the Caltex on the F3 at 7.00am for 7.30am depar-
ture. If you are interested please advise me ASAP as rooms are filling fast. See details in next monthôs 
HUB. 
 
So please have a good look at the Club Calendar (pages 26-27), as there are a lot of other great events 
coming up. Dates to remember include 13th November (Breakfast Run to Pokolbin for all members), 27th 
November (Xmas Dinner and Presentation at Club Macquarie) and 11th December (Xmas Picnicð
venue to be determined next meeting).  
 
If you have a UHF Receiver, please bring it along to our outings as it can inform where you are, 
if you get held up (eg at lights etc) or need to pull over.  
 
Thanks, and Happy Motoring. 

Mary Cox 
Social Secretary 
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Solution will    

appear in the   

October 2010  

HUB 

Solution to 

JAGWORD #10 is 

on Page xx 

ACROSS DOWN 

1. Structure where morning tea was 
not held in August mid-week run 
(7) 

2. Number of brands featured in 
Peoples' Choice at JDCHR Dis-
play Day (5) 

6. What Americans call the boot (5) 
8. August Club meeting includes 

the ...... General Meeting (6) 
9. Name of new local Jaguar 

dealer ...... Jaguar (6) 
12. Motorists' association in NSW (4) 
13. Station wagon (6) 
15. Location of lunch stop for August 

mid-week run (8) 
16. Name of plastic bottle boat that 

crossed the Pacific (8) 

1. Maker of the Scimitar that at-
tended the Display Day (7) 

3. American word for mudguard or 
wing (6) 

4. A finely machimed part that facili-
tates rotation of or around a shaft 
(7) 

5. Brake part that houses the pads 
(7) 

7. To back up (7) 
10. Used to indicate speeds or worn 

by Opposition Leader 
11. First public showing of a new car 

model (6) 
14. To sound the horn (4) 
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- a segment featuring Club 
 members and their cars 

This month we feature one of our earliest and now most remote members, Tony Herald.  Tony and 
Karen live in Rocksberg, near Caboolture in Queensland, but remain members of our Club (as 
well as the Queensland Club), and follow its activities via the HUB, email and phone. 
 
They attended the first gathering of Jaguar enthusiasts in Newcastle in 1983 to discuss forming a 
Newcastle Club, and Tony was first with his money on the table for membership, so became mem-
ber number 1, closely followed by Des Ellis, member number 2. 
  
Tony was elected inaugural Vice President for 1983/4 and went on to be President in 1984/5, 5/6, 
6/7, 7/8. In those days there werenôt many workers in the Club, and Tony and Des Ellis produced 
the club magazine, The Hub, and also seemed to run most of the events. Tony was also fortunate 
enough to be awarded Club Champion in 1987 and Clubman of the Year in 1986 and 1987. 
 
In 1987 Tony & Karen moved to Brisbane as a career move so active involvement in the JDCHR 
effectively stopped, due to distance. On moving to Queensland Tony started to get involved in the 
Jaguar Drivers Club of Queensland and has now been a member of that club for 20 years.  

TONY AND KAREN HERALDTONY AND KAREN HERALDTONY AND KAREN HERALD   

Tony with his XJS and 
his trophies from the 
2007 Noosa Classic 
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GRILLEDGRILLEDGRILLEDðððTONY AND KAREN HERALD (Contôd)TONY AND KAREN HERALD (Contôd)TONY AND KAREN HERALD (Contôd)   

What  Jaguar(s) do you currently own? 
My Concours 1984 XJ-S, 1974 Series 2 XJ6L, 1962 E Type 3.8 FHC, 1962 Mk II 3.8 
litre manual/OD 
 

What was your first Jaguar? 
 The Series 2 XJ6L which I bought in 1979, sold in 1992 (to buy my XJ-S) and re-
purchased in 2001 
 

When did you get your first Jaguar? 
 1979 - the year after Karen and I were married 
 

What is your daily drive? 
 Karenôs Range Rover, a 1995 4.6 HSE (needed to tow her horses) 
 

How did you first get interested in Jaguars? 
My first car (back in about 1965) was a hot, black MGA which I used to drive pretty 
hard and compete in. Occasionally it was off the road while I fixed things that 
broke. I belonged to the Mini Car Club in those days (?) and on one of these occa-
sions I got a lift to one of our motorkhanas, with our club president in his near 
new Jaguar S Type M/OD. It blew me away and I was determined to have one 
some day. Prior to that though, I was in my last years of high school, when the E 
Type was released in 1961. These blew everyone away and I was immediately 
smitten. I still have a pencil drawing I did back then, of the E Type FHC from ad-
vertising photos. Similarly, I had to have one someday. 
     

Any unfulfilled Jaguar wishes? 
I would like a bigger collection, but couldnôt afford it and I am very keen to com-
plete (start) the restoration of my E Type, which is in bits, and the Mark II. 
   

What kind of driving do you do in your Jaguar(s)? 
Nowadays mainly club social events and the XJ6 is used as our second car. 

Karen arriving at the 
2010 National Rally in 
n the XJ6 Series 2  



 

The Hub September 2010  
 

13 

How much of the work on 
your Jaguar(s) do you do 
yourself as opposed to 
outsourcing? 
 

I do some of the not too 
difficult mechanical work 
and most of the servicing 
of the XJ6.  I get most of 
the XJ-S work done by 
specialists. Of course all 
of the presentation work 
(cleaning and polishing) I 
do myself. 
 

What cars or interests appeal to you, other than Jaguars? 
I also have an MGA, which is a real buzz to drive, and I am quite keen on Aston 
Martins.  Having been a keen racing fan in the 60ôs and seen Geoghegan, Jane 
and Moffat in action in Mustangs, I also have the Mustang bug.  I find the idea of 
a GT40 replica quite appealing too, but donôt think thatôs going to happen . 

 

Best driving experience? 
 I had a test drive of the New XK Convertible recently. Iôd have to say that was 
awesome, even though it was only a short drive ï I want one of those too. 

 

Worst driving experience? 
Iôm torn between two. Way back when I had my original MGA, I was heading to 
Wollongong to compete in a round of the State Motorkhana Championships. 
Heading down Bulli Pass I completely lost brakes (drum brakes driven hard), and 
had to dodge traffic all the way to the bottom - VERY hairy. The other incident 
was at Eastern Creek on the sporting day of the 2000 National Jaguar Rally. I had 
competed in the concours in my XJ-S the day before, and was doing the sprint 
laps. I came down the main 
straight hitting 200kph, then 
hit the left turn at the end of 
the straight a little too fast 
and spun off.  I had this men-
tal image of a very bent con-
cours car as I traversed the 
grass at about 150kph. 
Amazingly though, I didnôt 
hit anything and escaped 
without so much as a stone 
chip. 
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JDCHR Officer Bearers 2010JDCHR Officer Bearers 2010JDCHR Officer Bearers 2010---201120112011   

At the Clubôs Annual General Meeting on 31 August 2010, the Committee and Office bearers for 
2010/2011 were elected. Here they are: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President: Ian Hissey  Vice President: Allan Starrett  Secretary: Robynne Lilly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Treasurer: Alan Calcutt  Social Secretary: Mary Cox Events Coordinator: Don Anderson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Elected Member: Steve Bloomfield  Points Secretary: Graeme Gardiner  Plates Registrar: Peter Dwyer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Regalia: Pauline Hopkin  Library: John McAlpine   Editor: Phil McLeod 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Webmaster: Andrew Haigh CMC Delegate: Andrew Pointing 
 
We wish the new Office bearers all the best for the coming year. 
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On Saturday 14th August Club members gathered to take part in a much anticipated run to the 
Australian Rainforest Sanctuary at Ourimbah, previously known as the Forest of Tranquility. 
 

The property was opened to the public by Cathy and Ed Manners in 1985. They view it as a work 
of art, using the natural shapes and colours of the rainforest as the canvas for a wide variety of 
ever changing views and vistas. It also provides a beautiful setting for a picnic or barbecue. But 
the park also offers a unique chance to experience and learn about the life and times in an au-
thentic Australian rainforest. The park is home to almost 200 species of rainforest flora and sanc-
tuary to more than 126 species of native birds. 

Those taking advantage of this great outing included: 
 

Ian Hissey   XJ-SC  John Heagney & Jill Heagney          incognito car 
Graeme Gardiner  Mk2  Alister McIlroy                                        XJ12 
Roger Holt & Margaret Holt       XF  Reg King &Helen King                           XJ40 
John Moremon & Lyn McSweeney  X350 Bill Whitby & Kelly McInnes             S Type modern 
Graeme Cox & Mary Cox          X300 V12 Brian Dixon & Lachlan (grandson)          S Type 
Steve Lilly & Robynne Lilly        E Type  Gary Flack                                              XJ6 
Eddie Wright & Ailsa Wright       XJ6  Harvey Birtwistle                                     X300 

A lovely morning for the rendezvous 
at Apex Park, Toronto 

Morning tea beside 
the lake at Apex 
Park, Toronto 

FOREST OF TRANQUILITY FOREST OF TRANQUILITY FOREST OF TRANQUILITY    
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FOREST OF TRANQUILITY  (contôd)FOREST OF TRANQUILITY  (contôd)FOREST OF TRANQUILITY  (contôd)   

Morning tea 
beside the 
lake at Apex 
Park, To-
ronto 

Jaguars lined up on arrival at the  Forest of Tranquility 

JDCHR members  
enjoying lunch under 
the shade structures. 
Clockwise from left, 
Reg King, John  
M o r e m o n ,  L y n 
McSweeeney, Roger 
& Margaret Holt and  
Helen King 

From left, Ailsa & 
Eddie Wright, 
Kelly McInnes, 
S t e v e  L i l l y 
(standing), Mary 
Cox and Bill 
Whitby 
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Saturday 14th August 2010Saturday 14th August 2010Saturday 14th August 2010   

Lunch at the Forest of 
T ra n qu i l l i t yðB i l l 
Whitby and Kelly 
McInnes (foreground) 
with Ailsa and Eddie 
Wright, Alistair McIl-
roy, Brian Dixon, 
Graeme Gardiner, 
Robynne Lilly, Harvey 
Birtwistle and Mary 
Cox 

Afternoon tea at Lee Rowanôs Nursery at Ourimbah. From left, Brian Dixon, Helen and Reg 
King, Graeme Gardiner and Mary Cox, with Lachlan in the foreground 

After lunch the group moved off to Lee Rowanôs Nursery at Ourimbah, where afternoon tea was 
served. The dayôs journey was obviously centred around foodðjust look at the helpings of cake! 
And judging by the smiles it was very good for oneôs health and wellbeing. 
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JAG SPOTTING IN EUROPE JAG SPOTTING IN EUROPE JAG SPOTTING IN EUROPE    

I know, my wifeôs right ï I must be obsessive!  The reason for this admission is that when we 
travel, I always take a great interest in the cars I see, the cars we use, and the cars the local 
population drive.  Seems reasonable to me ï I mean, after a while, castles, churches, ruins, 
Tuscan villages, ancient coastal harbours ï they can begin to look all the same.  Cars?  Now 
thereôs something thatôs always changing!  

 
So it was when Julianne 
and I visited Europe re-
cently.  Of course, I al-
ways notice Jaguars, but 
in Italy and France on this 
visit, they were few and 
far between.  A few mod-
ern XF, S and X Types, 
an X300 negotiating (with 

difficulty) the narrow winding streets of the Amalfi Coast.  Not one older classic.  In fact the only 
classic car I spotted in 5 weeks in Italy, France and Guernsey, was a beautiful Triumph TR3A 
sitting on the cobbles on the banks of the Seine in Paris, alongside a floating restaurant.  I sus-
pect it belonged to a cool looking guy sere-
nading the diners on acoustic guitar! 
 
What was really evident though, was the 
universal swing over to diesel cars across 
the board.  It was difficult to find a car pow-
ered by petrol, regardless of size.  Of course, 
their cars have one thing in common thatôs 
different from Australia ï theyôre small.  So 
small, that after a couple of weeks, our Peu-
geot 207 rental car started to look like a me-
dium sized car! 

 
Here in Australia, weôve just got so much space, 
we probably waste it compared with the Europe-
ans.  Imagine a restauranteur being allowed to 
place his dining patrons out with the traffic on the 
roadway, in Newcastle!  But it works in Italy (left). 
 

An X Type Estate and a diesel XF wait for the ferry to Guernsey 

Phil and Julianne McLeod recently had a European holiday.  Here are some 
car-related observations from that trip, from Phil. For information on any 
other less important aspects, please ask Julianne......... 
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The other striking impression for me 
(much more so even than on previous 
visits), was the generally high standard 
of driver behaviour in Italy and France. 
The level of compliance with speed 
limits was surprising - perhaps speed 
cameras have had their effect.  The 
lane discipline on Autoroutes and 
Autostradas is amazing, not just be-

cause of its uniformity, but in the way it makes the motorways work better ï allowing much 
higher traffic volumes than in Australia, to be handled in mostly only two lanes. 
 
Our rental cars on this trip included a Lancia, the 
Peugeot 207 SW (wagon), a Ford Fiesta on 
Guernsey, and a Smart (more on that later).  
They all had stop-start technology.  Presumably it 
does save fuel, but it must be hell on starter mo-
tors, and is quite off-putting until you get used to 
it. The Lancia was a Musa ï Lanciaôs version of 
an urban shopping cart, very boxy with high seat-
ing and diesel engine.  I felt like we were Ma and 
Pa Kettle it was such a stodgy looking car ï not 
my usual image of a Lancia at all.  The Pug was 
terrific, once again a diesel, with a refrigerated 
glove box ï now thereôs a worthwhile idea for any 
car, especially in our climate.  The Fiesta was, 
well, a Fiesta ï competent but uninspiring.   

 
 

No carôs too small to have a wagon 
version ï the Fiat 500 Estate 

Above: A not-so-heavy dump truck in 
Florence 

Below: Lancia Musa  

Above: With all that glass, no wonder the 
Peugeot has a refrigerated glovebox! 
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The Smart car was unplanned, coming about 
when we were caught in the middle of a na-
tional strike in France that stopped all trains 
and grounded all domestic flights.  Such was 
the demand, rental cars were almost unprocur-
able, and we got probably that last car in Nice, 
a 2 door Smart Car.  In an example of blatant 
opportunism, we were charged ú300 for the 
one day hire, not to mention fuel and the ú60 or 
so in tolls.  The Smart was a very unpleasant 
trip across France, 750kms over 10 hours, 
almost all on motorways, which is obviously not the kind of application these are designed for. 
 
The trouble seemed to be a weird transmission arrangement, which is either automatic or clutch-
less manual (Formula 1 type!).  Irrespective of which mode is selected, gear changes happen 
with an initial complete closing of the throttle while the cogs swap, then re-opening of the throttle.  
The resulting complete loss of power (for what seems ages) is very disconcerting, even frighten-
ing if youôve just pulled out into the fast lane to overtake a B-Double doing 100km/hr.  This trans-
mission arrangement comes in for criticism on internet sites, such as www.edmunds.com/
smartfortwo/2008/review, which says: 
 

ñThe wonky five-speed automanual transmission found in the last Smart car has been 
replaced by an allegedly improved one, which makes us wonder how awful the prede-
cessor was, considering the new car's herky-jerky motions and extreme shift lag. After 
a quick drive, it will leave you wondering how it's in any way superior to a traditional 
automatic or clutch-pedal manual.ò 
 

Still, to its credit, it did get us clean across France in one day when that was what we really 
needed. 
 
Thereôs no doubt about it, an overseas trip make you appreciate Australia, but more than that, it 
makes me appreciate how lucky we are, to have the space and the lifestyle to allow us to have 
the sort of cars we have, to drive and to enjoy as a hobby. 
         by Phil McLeod, Editor 

Above:For every Italian whoôs always wanted a ride in a Mercedes! 

Below: A long time 
since anyoneôs 
obeyed this sign 

JAG SPOTTING IN EUROPE (contôd)JAG SPOTTING IN EUROPE (contôd)JAG SPOTTING IN EUROPE (contôd)   

http://www.edmunds.com/smartfortwo/2008/review
http://www.edmunds.com/smartfortwo/2008/review
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SEP    

Sun 12/09/10 * Broke Village Fair (see Page 23) 

Thu 16/09/10 * September Mid-week Run (see Page 24) 

Sun 19/09/10 * Gresford Show & Shine (see Page 25) 

Tue 28/09/10 * Monthly meeting, Club Macquarie, 7.30pm 

    

OCT    

Sat 09/10/10 * Visit to Graeme and Victoria Gardinerôs garden at Brandy Hill 

Sat-Sun 23-24/10/10 * Wollongong weekendðMotor Museum and Aircraft Museum (page 18) 

Fri 29/10/10 * Monthly Meeting, Singleton, 7.30pm 

    

NOV    

sat 13/11/10 * New Membersô Breakfast Hunter Valley Gardens (all members) 

Sat 27/11/10 * Presentation Dinner Club Macquarie (see Page 28) 

Tue 30/11/10 * Monthly meeting, Club Macquarie, 7.30pm 

    

DEC    

Sat 11/12/10 * Christmas Picnicðdetails later 

OFFICIAL CLUB CALENDAR 2010OFFICIAL CLUB CALENDAR 2010OFFICIAL CLUB CALENDAR 2010   

   * Denotes Point Score Event 
   ** Denotes Club Championship Event 

 

NOTE: Events subject to change ï check Club website www.jaguarhunter.org.au 



 

The Hub September 2010  
 

27 

ALTERNATIVE EVENTS CALENDAR 2010ALTERNATIVE EVENTS CALENDAR 2010ALTERNATIVE EVENTS CALENDAR 2010   

SEP   

Sat 04/09/10 Young Driver Training Ringwood Circuit 

Sat-Sun 04-05/09/10 Muscle Car Masters, Eastern Creek 

Sat-Sun 18-19/09/10 HSRCA Historic Racing, Wakefield Park 

Sun 19/09/10 Burwood Show & Shine 

Sat-Sun 25-26/09/10 Alpine Classic, Central West 

   

OCT   

Sun 10/10/10 Concours dôElegance, Manly 

Sat-Sun 16-17/10/10 Hillclimb King Edward Park, Newcastle 

Sat-Sun 23-24/10/10 NSW Motor Racing Championship, Eastern Creek 

   

NOV   

Sat 06/11/10 Young Driver Training Ringwood Circuit 

Sun 14/11/10 2010 Global Village Motofest & Fair Muswellbrook Showground  

Sun  21/11/10 8 Hour Production Car race Eastern Creek 

Fri-Sun 26-28/11/10 Tasman Revival Historic Racing, Eastern Creek 

   

DEC   

   

JAN   

   

FEB   

Fri-Sun 04-06/02/11 Armorall 12 Hour Bathurst 

   <> Club Plate Vehicles are eligible to attend these events 
   <> These events do not attract Club Points 
 

NOTE: Events subject to change ï check Club websites 
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On Sunday 29th August 2010, an assembly of nine JDCHR Jaguars and their owners travelled to 
this event, which is one of the  most important on the annual classic car calendar, especially for 
those with a bit of a British bias! There is always a great variety of British marques, with as many 

as 1500 cars expected in total, and this year was no exception. 

Most of our contingent started out in 
the dark, as a 7.00am meeting at the 
twin service stations on the F3 had 
been agreed, in order to reach Par-
ramatta before the major entry traffic 
jam that is a feature every year. It 
was cool at that hour, and a cup of 
coffee McCafe style, hit the spot for 
the early arrivals. After all nine cars 
were accounted for, we were able to 
set off in the crisp light of sunrise, 

and a spectacular Spring day welcomed us as we drove south. 

Once inside the magnificent grounds of The Kings School, itôs a slow crawl into the display area, 
but very well organised and marshalled. A little mild road rage from the large army convoy was 

surprising, but I guess they are trained to be aggressive! 

Once assembled into our allocated spot just behind the Sydney Clubôs huge array of cars, we 
were free to start enjoying the dayðbrowsing the multitude of British cars, enjoying the quite 
classy art show, the jewellery sale, or the markets.  A good selection of stalls selling edible or 
drinkable goodies for lunch or morning/afternoon tea, was also available.  Queues, whilst man-
ageable, were testimony to the number of visitors and attendees, as well as indicating that the 

food was good. 

Above: From any vantage point the vastness of the collection of cars on display is impressive 

JDCA  ALL BRITISH DAY JDCA  ALL BRITISH DAY JDCA  ALL BRITISH DAY    
   The Kings School, Parramatta 29 August, 2010The Kings School, Parramatta 29 August, 2010The Kings School, Parramatta 29 August, 2010   
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JDCA  ALL BRITISH DAYJDCA  ALL BRITISH DAYJDCA  ALL BRITISH DAY      (contôd) (contôd) (contôd)    

The JDCHR DisplayThe JDCHR DisplayThe JDCHR Display   

Looking over our convoy before departing the F3 Caltex 

Our representatives: 
 
Ian Hissey ï XJ-SC, 
Phil McLeod ï XJ6 S2, 
John Moremon ï XJ8, 
Michael Laugesen - 
XJ6 S2,  
Andrew & Nicole 
HaighðMk 2  

And: 
Paul BarnettðE Type, 
Eddie & Ailsa Wrightð
XJ6 S2,  
Harvey BirtwistleðXJ6 
300 
Alistair McIlroy, - E 
Type 
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Above: Part of the JDCHR display 
 
Left: The JDCA ñiconic modelsò 
display 

Right: The type that started it allða 
beautiful SS 

Below: An equally nice XK120, with 
a complete photographic nostalgia 
board 
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THE CONCOURS CARSTHE CONCOURS CARSTHE CONCOURS CARS   

An inspirational E 
Type Series 1 in 
pristine condition   
 

Below: This red E Type Series 3 
Roadster captured the aspirational 
lustings of many visitors to the 
Kings School 

Left:  A seemingly fault-
less XK120 in mirror-like 
black paint, was a 
standout, even  
amongst the fine array 
of concours entry cars 


